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SUBJECT: PHARMACISTS STRIKE 

1 . DISPENSING ASSISTANTS (PHARMACISTS) IN NIGERIAN 
GOVERNMENT HEALTH SERVICES (HOSPITALS AND OTHER GOVERN- 
MENT HEALTH CENTERS) WENT ON STRIKE JULY 26 DEMANDING 
IMPLEMENTATION OF PROMOTION AGREEMENT AND REVISION OF 
SALARY SCALES PROPOSED TO FEDERAL MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
ABOUT 18 MONTHS AGO. STRIKE VIOLATES TRADE DISPUTE 
(ESSENTIAL SERVICES) DECREE NO. 23 OF 1976. WHICH BANS 
STRIKES IN ESSENTIAL SERVICES, AND IS SECOND MAJOR 

STRIKE SINCE DECREE ISSUED. 

2. NIGERIA UNION OF DISPENSING ASSISTANTS (NUDA), AN 
AFFILIATE OF NIGERIAN WORKERS' COUNCIL AND ONE OF BANNED 
LABOR ORGANIZATIONS THAT MAINTAINED TIES WITH 
BRUSSELS-BASED WORLD CONFEDERATION OF LABOR, CALLED STRIKE. 
EMBASSY CONTACTS CONFIRMED THAT WORKERS IN HOSPITALS IN 
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LAGOS, IBADAN AND KADUNA ARE ON STRIKE AND UNION OFFICIALS 
CLAIM THAT WORKERS HAVE WALKED OUT ACROSS NATION. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY ANTICIPATES THAT FMG WILL ACT 
QUICKLY TO ARREST UNION LEADERS AND ORDER WORKERS BACK 
TO THEIR JOBS. SINCE UNION WAS AWARE OF THIS DANGER, WE 
ASSUME THAT MAIN OBJECTIVE OF ACTION IS TO FOCUS ATTENTION 
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ON MEMBERS' PLIGHT AND BELIEVE IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 

WORKERS MAY RETURN TO WORK AFTER INITIAL GOVERNMENT ACTION. 

AS NATIONAL UNION OF NIGERIA BANK EMPLOYEES WHO STAGED 
STRIKE IN JUNE 1976 HAD ITS CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION 
WITHDRAWN AND LEADERS BANNED FROM FURTHER TRADE UNION 
ACTIVITIES, EVEN THOUGH ITS LEADERS OFFICIALLY DID NOT 
SUPPORT STRIKE, WE ASSUME FMG WILL TAKE SIMILAR 
ACTION AGAINST NUDA. 

4. IN MEANTIME, ALREADY POOR SERVICE AVAILABLE IN 
NIGERIAN HOSPITALS IS EXPECTED TO FURTHER DETERIORATE. 

WYMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DRUG INDUSTRY, LABOR STRIKES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 28-Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LAGOS08417 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770271-0034 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977071 0/aaaaahzx.tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f0ee8662-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1720023 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PHARMACISTS STRIKE 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, Nl 
To: STATE ACCRA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f0ee8662-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



